Guest Speaker Preparation

1. Review the attached roster of guest speakers and dates.

2. Prior to each visit, prepare questions through background research and reading

A. Search for biographical info and samples of the speaker’s work using primarily Truman’s on-line library databases but also other standard search engines that help you find info.

B. Read or review at least two to three samples of their work.

C. Also consider relevant concepts and issues from class (discussions, text readings, and your own experience as a reporter and writer).

D. Keep in mind that questions about journalism are the priority, relevant career questions are secondary, and biographical questions come last.

3. Demonstrate thorough preparation with good questions that drive discussion when our speakers visit.
SCHEDULE
Discussions take place in Room #2963 of Truman College (1145 W. Wilson, Uptown, Chicago).
WEDNESDAY 9/15, 11:40 a.m. — Former feature writer and editor of the Wilmington Morning Star in North Carolina, CLIFTON TRUMAN DANIEL directs public relations and writes web stories that represent Truman College to the world. Daniel will speak on his journalism experiences and the differences between news writing and PR. He will also talk about specific approaches to on-line reporting and writing.

WEDNESDAY 10/6, 11:40 a.m. — LORRAINE SWANSON is the publisher and sole creator of LakeEffectNews.com, an online community newspaper serving Chicago's Far North Side neighborhoods. Swanson is a veteran community news journalist and the former editor of Chicago Journal News-Star. She has worked for the storied Lerner Newspaper chain, Pioneer Press, and Daily Herald. Swanson is committed to covering local stories often overlooked by the city's major dailies.

WEDNESDAY 10/13, 11:40 a.m. — MARK GUARINO has covered everything from breaking news to politics to the world’s greatest bands. He is currently a staff writer for The Christian Science Monitor, covering the Midwest as well as national news and analysis. He’s also a freelancer for several publications and a prolific playwright. His full-length play, All the Fame of Lofty Deeds (a collaboration with the Welsh-born punk musician and painter Jon Langford), received its world premiere by the House Theater of Chicago in November 2009.


WEDNESDAY 10/13, 12:30 p.m. — Truman English professor CHRISTINE AGUILA has been photographing the construction of the college’s parking garage and student-services building since 2008. Using her current work on this project, she will discuss basic photojournalism principles and techniques while reviewing the history of Truman’s recent campus development.

WEDNESDAY 10/20, 11:40 a.m. — A seasoned, award-winning writer with numerous credits in local Hispanic media, ALEJANDRO RIERA joined ¡Éxito!, the Chicago Tribune’s Spanish-language weekly, as a full-time reporter in 1995 and later was involved in its transition into Hoy, a daily newspaper. Now leading Café Latino Lifestyle Magazine, Riera visits Truman to talk about Latino media, the magazine business, and new media developments.

WEDNESDAY 10/27, 11:40 a.m. — A veteran award-winning writer with numerous credits at local publications, LINDA LUTTON will share experiences from local public-radio affiliate WBEZ, where she serves as education reporter. She will discuss how to investigate your own college with multimedia storytelling.

MONDAY 11/1, 11:40 a.m. — Publisher of Gay Chicago Magazine, CRAIG GERNHARDT speaks about the biz and new media of journalism, including his work as an on-the-ground neighborhood journalist-blogger in Rogers Park.

MONDAY 11/15, 11:40 a.m. — Since 1990, GREG KOT has been chief music critic at the Chicago Tribune, where he comprehensively covers popular music and reports on music-related social, political, and business issues. In addition to radio-show and book projects, Kot has article credits in Rolling Stone, Details, Vibe, and many other publications. He will talk about A&E writing, blogging, and broadcasting.

WEDNESDAY 12/1, 11:40 a.m. — Award-winning investigative reporter and Medill School of Journalism graduate JEFF KELLY LOWENSTEIN writes as a staffer for the Chicago Reporter and will talk to students about developing the instincts of an investigative reporter.

MONDAY 12/6, 11:40 a.m. — Truman Communications faculty ROBERT HUGHES has had a distinguished teaching career notable also for his publishing of a book-length memoir and regular contributions to the Chicago Tribune, WBEZ's "848," and the "My Turn" section of Newsweek. Hughes will talk about how he started writing and how he now teaches students to become perspective writers.
